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Message from the National Forum for People with 
Learning Difficulties

As Co-Chair of the National Forum for People with 
Learning Difficulties and someone who uses learning 
disability services, I have been fully involved in 
updating Valuing People (2001) to Valuing People 
Now (2009). I have learnt a lot through this and met 
many people with a learning difficulty that had a story 
to tell, good or bad. My belief is that, with the launch of 
Valuing People Now, those good stories will become 
more and more.

The Valuing People Now Easy Read version tells us 
how the Government plans to make services and the 
lives of people with a learning difficulty better over 
the next 3 years. Both I, and the National Forum 
for People with Learning Difficulties, have made 
a commitment to make sure Valuing People Now 
happens for everyone.

I feel this document will be very useful to you. Please 
take the time to read it and share the information with 
your friends, family, staff and anyone else you come 
into contact with.  

Richard Blake, Co-Chair National Forum for People 
with Learning Difficulties
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Message from the National Valuing Families Forum

Valuing People Now is an opportunity to help get 
better lives for all people with learning disabilities and 
their families, including those with complex needs, and 
from black and minority ethnic communities.

Families are important to us all: it is a human right to 
have a family life. We welcome the commitment in 
Valuing People Now to work with all families as valued 
partners.

Many people with learning disabilities live with their 
families and value their long term love and support. 
Valuing People Now recognises that we need to get 
better at providing information and support to the 
whole family at different ages and stages in their lives.

There are all sorts of families and sometimes we 
disagree, but we unite in our aim of better lives for 
people. We also know that many people with learning 
disabilities are having families of their own, or are 
caring for older parents and we need to provide them 
with the right support when and how they need it. 

Working together as partners we can achieve more. 
The National Valuing Families Forum will continue to 
work closely with the National Forum for People with 
Learning Difficulties, and with others, to make sure 
Valuing People Now really changes lives for the better.
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For more copies of this easy read Delivery 
Plan contact:

Sally Hall-Demir

Telephone 020 7972 4035

Email
sally.hall-demir@dh.gsi.gov.uk

Thanks

We would like to say thank you to all the people with 
learning disabilities, their families and supporters who 
helped us with Valuing People Now.

Mencap helped to make this easy read.

Thanks to Mencap and Photo symbols for the pictures.
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